whom we shall shortly consider, were ardent Protestants, and thus eager to defend what they saw as the certain truth of Scripture. Cappell was also a Protestant, less learned than Buxtorf, but opposed him on the issue of the date of the vowels. The logic of his argument assured him of ultimate victory. The question of the integrity of the Hebrew Bible Text had occurred to Christian scholars during the Middle Ages.4 Raymund Martin thought the vowel points were late, and on occasion were evidence of deliberate Jewish corruption to obliterate prophesies of the Incarnation.5 He was followed by Nicholas of Lyra and Petrus Galatinus.
The earlier Reformers had not been terribly exercised over the issue of the vowel points. Luther realized that they must have been invented after Jerome, who did not know them, and were therefore only an imperfect aid.6 Zwingli, in addition to Jerome's silence, considered the variety of spellings of Hebrew names in the Septuagint and the Vulgate a clear sign that the translators were doing their own vocalization.7 Calvin similarly believed they were an invention of the rabbis but held them in higher regard.8
The matter was decisively settled (in our eyes at least) by Elias Levita, whose enormous contribution to Hebrew learning both among Jews and Christians we have already discussed.9 His Massoret ha-Masoret (Venice, 1538) noted Talmudic ignorance of the written vowels, and discussions of the qere/kethib in Eastern or Western vocalizations. The vowels were absent in the Sepher Yetzirah alphabet (c.700 a.d.) and were not known before the 8th century. He came to his conclusion while working on Sepher ha-Zikronot, a Massoretic commentary finished in 1536, and presented it in a third preface to Massoret ha-Masoret in 1538. In 1539 Sebastian Munster printed Masoret ha-Masoret and put the prefaces (but not the rest) into Latin, which brought them a wider readership.10 Wilhelmus Lindanus put the work to polemic purposes but was sharply rebuked by a Johannes Isaac Levita, a Jewish convert who was professor of
